




First Destination Report 
Class of 2017 

Summary 

Each year, North Central College publishes First Destination Outcomes for the prior year's graduating class as one of 
many indicators of perceived value, student achievement and institutional effectiveness. This annual assessment 
gathers information about undergraduate student employment, service and continuing education within 6 months of 
graduating with their bachelor's degree. Results of the survey are used by the Office of Career Development to 
benchmark against regional and national trends and are sought after by a number of other internal and external 
stakeholders. The following report includes highlights from the North Central College Class of 2017 First Destination 
Survey. 

Methodology 

A total of 668 students that graduated between September 2016 and June 2017 were included in this survey cohort. An 
initial survey was provided to all students just prior to graduation with follow-up surveys and research for graduates 
missing data up to 6 months after. Surveys were made available on-line and in paper format. Follow-up included email 
and phone surveys as well as data sources including student records, alumni records, Linkedln, and input from staff and 
faculty. 

Standards and Protocols 

North Central College has adopted the National Association of Colleges and Employers (NACE) Standards and Protocols 
for survey design, data collection, and trend reporting. NACE is the preeminent national organization focused on the 
employment of the college educated. These standards and protocols define the terms for each graduating class, report
ing categories, timeline for data collection, and appropriate data sources. Incorporating these standards and protocols 
allows us to benchmark against over 300 schools using these same guidelines. Summary data for the Class of 2017 was 
provided to NACE to contribute to the tracking and sharing of national trends. 

Knowledge Rate 

The term "Knowledge Rate" defines the percent of graduates for which the institution has reasonable and verifiable 
information concerning the graduates' post-graduation career activities. Self-reported information from survey 
responses and follow-up data collection yielded a Knowledge Rate of 97%. This rate is significantly above the NACE 
recommended target of 65%. 

Outcome Rate 

The term "Outcome Rate" refers to the percentage of graduates who are employed (full-time or part-time), participating 
in a program of voluntary service, serving in the U.S. Armed Forces, and/or enrolled in a program of continuing 
education. Calculation of this percentage compares the number of graduates within these categories against all 
graduates for whom we were able to gather information. In those cases where a graduate reported more than one 
activity, only the primary activity was included in the calculation. Graduates that reported that they were not 
currently seeking employment or continuing education were not included in the calculation. The Outcome Rate for the 
North Central College Class of 2017 is 92%. 

Supplemental Assessment 

The North Central College 2017 First Destination Survey included items beyond those established by NACE standards. 
These supplemental efforts were intended to gather additional information from students regarding their graduate 
school acceptance, participation in internships and student teaching, outcome satisfaction, and relevance of their 
outcome to their major. These additional items were not included in follow-up surveys and are presented as results 
from a sample population. These items may vary from previous or future reports depending on institutional needs. 

1



2



Outcome Rate - 92% 
92% of the Class of 207 7 are either employed (full or part-time), attending graduate school, participating 

in post graduate volunteer or service activities, or serving in the military. 

Employed Full-Time - 58% 

The Class of 2017 yielded 

a Knowledge Rate of 97% 
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• 58% Employed Full-Time 

Attending Graduate School 
or Continuing Education -18% 
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e 18% Attending Graduate School 

or Continuing Education 
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• 8% Seeking Employment 

(Includes graduates in full-time military, volunteer, or service programs)

Employed Part-Time-15% 
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• 15% Employed Part-Time 

Outcomes do not include the 14 students who reported that they were not seeking post-graduate opportunities at the time they were surveyed. 
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Reported Annual Base Salary 
Fu I I-Ti me Only 

28% 

26% 

20% 

14% 

8% 

5% 

Top Ten Employment Fields 
Fu I I-Ti me Only 

Sales/Marketing 23% 

Business Ad min/HR/Management 16% 

Accounting/Banking/Finance/ Actuarial 14% 

K -12 Education 9% 

Healthcare Service Mental/Physical 6% 

Arts & Entertainment 5% 

Exercise Science/Fitness 5% 

Non-Profit (Social or Religious) 4% -

Sciences (Chemistry/Biology/Physics/Environmental) 4% -

Technology/Information/Computer Science 3% -





Internships provide opportunities for hands-on training and 

enhance career readiness skills. In some cases, a student's internship 

develops into an offer for full-time employment. 

51% of the Class of 2017 participated in a for-credit 
or noncredit internship sometime during their 
four years in college. 

An additional 7% completed Student Teaching. 

75% of students who responded to this question 
reported that these opportunities provided skills and 
experiences that helped them obtain their first job. 

28% of students that responded to this question 
received job offers from their internship site. 

7



8



Graduate Programs 
Acceptance & Graduate Schools 

18% of total graduates applied 
to attend graduate school for 
the 2017-2018 academic year. 
*This does not include other forms of continuing education.

93% of those who applied were 
accepted 
*This does not include 31 pending applicants at the time of 

survey. 

Class of 2017 Top 10 Graduate Schools 
North Central College 13············· 

Rush University College of Nursing 4 •••• 

Aurora University 3 ••• 

Elmhurst College 3 ••• 

The John Marshall Law School 3 ••• 

Adler University 2 ••

Governors State University 2 ••

Loyola University 2 ••

Midwestern University 2 ••

National Louis University 2 ••
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Satisfaction with 
Employment/Post-Grad Plans 

of the members of the Class of 2017 who responded 

to this question stated that they are either highly 

satisfied or satisfied with the investment they made 

in North Central in relation to their employment or 

other post graduate plans. 

Graduates report the degree to which this outcome is connected to their 
undergraduate field of study. 

Employment Relation to Field of Study 

43% 38% 19% 

e Very Connected e Somewhat Connected e Not Connected

Graduate Program Relation to Field of Study 

58% 33% 9% 

e Very Connected e Somewhat Connected e Not Connected
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Graduate & Professional Schools

North Central College (13) 
Rush University College of Nursing (4) 
Aurora University (3) 
Elmhurst College (3) 
The John Marshall Law School (3) 
Adler University (2) 
Governors State University (2) 
Loyola University (2) 
Midwestern University (2) 
National Louis University (2) 
Northern Illinois University (2) 
Ohio State University (2) 
Arizona State University 
Ball State University 
Benedictine University 
Boston Conservatory at Berklee Carroll    
  University 
Central Michigan University 
Chicago-Kent College of Law, 
  Illinois Institute ofTechnology 
Florida State University 
George Washington University 
Indiana State University 
Indiana University 
Indiana University-Purdue 
   University Indianapolis 
Louisiana State University 
Michigan State University 
Naropa University 
Northwestern University-Kellogg     
  School of Business 
Palmer College 
Penn State University 
Pepperdine University 
Roosevelt University of East Carolina 
South University 
St. Thomas University 
Texas Christian University 
The Chicago School of Professional 
   Psychology 
Trinity Evangelical Divinity School 
University of Central Florida 
University of Denver 

University of Illinois at Urbana 
   Champaign 
University of Iowa 
University of Kentucky 
University of Michigan 
University of Southern California 
University ofTexas at Austin 
Western Kentucky University 

Degree & Program of Study 

Doctor of Chiropractic 
Doctor of Occupational Therapy 
Doctor of Physical Therapy (2) 
Doctorate in Athletic Training 
Doctorate in School Psychology 
Educational Specialist in 
   School Psychology 
Juris Doctorate (8) 
Master of Public Administration 
Master of Accounting 
Master of Art in Counseling 
Master of Art in Psychology, Applied 
   Behavior Analysis Concentration 
Master of Arts in Social Entrepreneurship    

   and Change 
Master of Arts in Criminology and 

   Crimi nal Justice 
Master of Arts in Emerging Media Design 

   and Development 
Master of Arts in Industrial and  

   Organizational Psychology 
Master of Arts in Latin American Studies 
Master of Arts in Public History 
Master of Arts in Teaching, Secondary 

   Education Social Science Emphasis 
Master of Business Administration (5) 
Master of Business Administration in 

   Change Management 
Master of Business Administration in 

   Sports Management 
Master of Divinity 
Master of Fine Arts in Theatre: 

   Contemporary Performance 
Master of Leadership Studies (4) 

Master of Leadership Studies, 
   Professional Focus 
Master of Leadership Studies, 
   Sports Leadership Concentration (2) 
Master of Medical Science in Anesthesia 
Master of Music in Voice Performance 
Master of Music, Pedagogy
Master of Occupational Therapy (2) 
Master of Perfusion Technology 
Master of Public Health in Environmental    

 Health Science, Exposure Science-
   Industrial Hygiene 
Master of Science (3) 
Master of Science in Accountancy (2) 
Master of Science in Biology 
Master of Science in Counseling 
Master of Science in Counseling, 

 Art Therapy Specialization 
Master of Science in Journalism 
Master of Science in Kinesiology, 
   Athletic Training Emphasis 
Master of Science in Management 
   Studies 
Master of Science in Nursing (4) 
Doctor of Nursing Practice 
Master of Urban Planning and Policy 
Masters of Liberal Arts, Writing, Editing, 
   and Publishing Focus 
Masters of Social Work, School Social 
   Work Emphasis 
Master of Education 
MS in Exercise and Wellness, Fitness and 
   Conditioning Emphasis 
Ph.D. Astrophysics 
Ph.D. in Economics 
Ph.D. in Mathematics 
Ph.D. in Mechanical Engineering 
Ph.D. in Statistics 
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