Wioleta  D.  Polinska
wdpolinska@noctrl.edu

Education
Ph.D. (Magna Cum Laude) 


Princeton Theological Seminary                 
1997

M. Div. (Summa Cum Laude) 


Bethel Theological Seminary                       
1991

Magister of Microbiology (Summa Cum Laude) 

University of Warsaw                                   
1986




Awards and Honors
Excel Instructional Grant
University of Evansville                                       
1998

Ann Benson Scholarship
Princeton Theological Seminary                          
1994-1996

Princeton Doctoral Merit Scholarship 
Princeton Theological Seminary                          
1991-1995                    

Bethel Merit Scholarship
Bethel Theological Seminary                               
1988-1991
      

Baker's House Book Award
Bethel Theological Seminary                               
1990

Teaching Experience 

North Central College
                                                                              
2000-present

Professor 
Introduction to World Religions

(Religious Studies)
Religious Pluralism in the US


Jesus and Buddha in Dialogue

Cross, Violence and Resistance

Gender and World Religions


Sexuality and Christianity

Hollywood, Values and Religion

History of Ideas: Authority and Freedom
University of Evansville
                                                                              
1996-2000

Assistant Professor
Ancient Christianity

(Department of Philosophy
Christian Thought 

and Religion)
Introduction to Women's Studies


 
Perspectives in Women's Studies 


Philosophy of Religion


Reformation and its Aftermath


Sexuality: Religious & Secular


Senior Seminar: Christianity and Culture


World Cultures: The Ancient World


World Cultures: The Emergence of the West


Women and Religion






Princeton Theological Seminary
Teaching Fellow
Spiritual Theology                                                
1995-1996

Teaching Fellow 
Systematic Theology
1992-1994

Teaching Fellow
Introduction to Theology   
1992-1994

Visiting Lecturer
Philosophy of Enlightenment                         
1992-1994

Visiting Lecturer
Rationality of Faith from a Feminist Perspective 
1993

Teaching Assistant
Theology of Karl Barth                                         
1993






 
    Publications: 
“Empathy on Trial: Is Empathy Inherently Biased?” Buddhist-Christian Studies 40 (2020): 403–417.  

“Who Gets to Be Sexual and Why?: Self-Sexualization and Empowerment,” The International Journal of Critical Cultural Studies 17 (2019): 27-42. 

“Mindfulness Meditation as a Remedy for Reduction of White Ignorance and Its Consequences,” Buddhist-Christian Studies 38 (2018): 325-341.
“Faith and Reason in John Locke’s Letter Concerning Toleration” in Jahrbuch für Religionsphilosophie/Philosophy of Religion Annual 15 (2016): 27-46.
“Religion and Happiness: A Buddhist-Christian Response,” The International Journal of Critical Cultural Studies 13 (2015): 67-80.

“In Defense of Frugality: Insights from ‘Green Contemplatives’ across Traditions,” Buddhist-Christian Studies 35 (2015): 147-161. 

 “Food, Bodies and Ecosystems: Insights from Catholic and Buddhist Contemplative Traditions” in Commun(icat)ing Bodies: Body As a Medium in Religious Symbol Systems, ed.  Anna-Katharina Hopflinger, Stefanie Knauss, Alexander D. Ornella. Zurich, Switzerland: Theologischer Verlag, 2014.

“Engaging Religious Diversity: Towards a Pedagogy of Mindful Contemplation,” The International Journal of the Humanities 9 (2011): 159-168.
“’Till Death Do Us Part Till Death Do Us Part’?: Buddhist Insights on Marriage,” Buddhist-Christian Studies 30 (2010): 29-40.

“The Making and Unmaking of Prejudice: An Interchange between Psychology and Religion,” Journal of Religion and Society 11 (2009): 1-21.
 “Christian-Buddhist Dialogue on Loving the Enemy,” Buddhist-Christian Studies 27 (2007): 89-110. 
“Safely Bloody? The Not so Innocent Devotion to the Passion of Christ,” The International Journal of the Humanities 5 (2007): 161-168.
“Creation” and “Tiamat” in Encyclopedia of Sex and Gender.  Edited by Fedwa Malti-Douglas.  New York, N.Y.: Macmillan Publishing Co., 2007.
“Ecology and Art: East Asian Traditions Meet West,” East-West Connections: Review of Asian Studies 6 (2007):  99-122.
“In Woman's Image: An Iconography for God,” Feminist Theology 13 (2004): 40-61.
“Bodies under Siege: Eating Disorders and Self-Mutilation among Women,” Journal of the American Academy of Religion 68 (2002): 569-589.
Book Review of Starving for Salvation: The Spiritual Dimensions of Eating Problems among American Girls and Women by Michelle Mary Lelwica, Journal of the American Academy of Religion 70 (2002): 211-213.
“Dangerous Bodies: Women's Nakedness and Theology,” Journal of Feminist Studies in Religion, 16 (2000): 45-62.

“Women and the Male Nude,” Theology & Sexuality 12 (2000): 48-67. 
“Faith and Reason in John Locke,” Philosophy and Theology 11 (1999): 287-309.
 “John Locke, Christian Doctrine and Latitudinarianism,” Zeitschrift Für Neuere Theologiegeschichte/Journal for the History of Modern Theology 6 (1999): 173-194.
“Creation” in Women and World Religions Encyclopedia.  Edited by Serinity Young.  New York, N.Y.: Macmillan Publishing Co., 1997.
“Gregory of Nyssa on the Knowability of God” (centerpiece article), Koinonia 7 (1995): 125-156. 
Book Review of Body of God by Sally McFague Koinonia 8 (1995): 228-230.
Book Review of Pseudo-Dionysius.  A Commentary on the Texts and an Introduction to Their Influence by Paul Rorem, Koinonia 7 (1995): 238-240. "
“Alasdair MacIntyre on Traditions and their Rationality,” Koinonia 6 (1994): 228-260.
Presentations:
“Empathy on Trial: Is Empathy Inherently Biased?,” The Twelfth International Global Studies Conference, Jagiellonian University, Kraków, Poland, June 27-28, 2019.
“Who Gets to Be Sexual and Why?: Self-Sexualization and Empowerment.” The Sixteenth International Conference on New Directions in the Humanities, University of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia, USA, 5–7 July 2018.
 “Limits of Religious Toleration in John Locke: Lessons for Today,” 2017 International Conference on New Directions in the Humanities; London, UK, July 5-7.
“An Epistemology of Racial Ignorance and Theology,” 2016 International Conference on New Directions in the Humanities; Chicago, IL, June 8-10.
“Religion and Happiness: A Buddhist-Christian Response,” 2014 International Conference on New Directions in the Humanities; Madrid, Spain, June 11-13.
“In Defense of Frugality: Insights from Science and Green Contemplatives,” 2013 International Conference on New Directions in the Humanities; Budapest, Hungary, June 19-21.
“Food, Bodies, and Ecosystems: Insights from Catholic and Buddhist Contemplative Traditions,” 2012 International Conference on New Directions in the Humanities; Montreal, Canada; June 14-16.
“Engaging Religious Diversity: Towards a Pedagogy of Mindful Contemplation,” 2011 International Conference on New Directions in the Humanities; Granada, Spain; June 8-11.
 “Contemplative Program at North Central College,” Institute on Infusing South Asia into the Undergraduate Curriculum, East-West Center, Honolulu, HI, July 12 to July 30, 2010. 
“’Till Death Do Us Part Till Death Do Us Part’?: Buddhist-Christian Discourse on Marriage,” ASDP National Conference, East-West Center, Honolulu, HI, June 28 – July 2, 2010. 
“The Making and Unmaking of Prejudice: An Interchange between Psychology and Religion,” National Conference of Asian Studies Development Program, Chicago, IL March 6-8, 2008.
”Safely Bloody? The Not so Innocent Devotion to the Passion of Christ,” 2007 International Humanities Conference in Paris, France, July 17-20.
“Christian-Buddhist Dialogue on Loving the Enemy,” National Conference of Asian Studies Development Program, Nashville, TN, March 16-18, 2006.
“Ecology and Art: East-Asian Traditions Meet West,” Asian Studies Development Program’s Ninth Annual National Conference, Scottsdale, AZ, March 6-9, 2003.
"In Woman's Image: An Iconography for God," Conference on Dangerous Bodies at the University of London, November 5-7, 2001.
"Bodies under Siege: Eating Disorders and Self-Mutilation among Women," Annual Midwest Region Meeting of AAR., DePaul University, Chicago, March 17-20, 2000. 
"Dangerous Bodies: Women's Nakedness and Theology," 1998 Annual Meeting of the American Academy of Religion, Orlando, FL, November 21-24.

"Feminist Concept of God," University of Southern Indiana Philosophical Society, Fall 1998.
"Faith and Reason in John Locke and its Contemporary Significance," 1996 Annual Meeting Mid-Atlantic Region of the American Academy of Religion, Philadelphia.
"Divine Immanence and Transcendence: The Implications for Christian Hope," Mid-Atlantic AAR/SBL Women's Caucus, September 30, 1995.

Other Relevant Experience
Associate Editor, The International Journal of the Humanities


2007, 2011, 2015, 2019
Coordinator, Contemplative Series, NCC


2014-present

At large member, Executive Committee, AAUP, NCC chapter


2014-2019

Chair, Philosophy & Religious Studies, NCC                                                                              2009-present
Chair, Religious Studies Department, NCC

2006-2009
Coordinator, Gender and Women’s Studies Program, North Central College

2006-2009
Participant, Asian Studies Development Program, University of Hawaii

July – August 2001

Board Member of Andiron Lecture Series, University of Evansville

1999

Director, Women's Studies Program, University of Evansville

1996-2000
 

Participant, Graduate Teaching Colloquium at Princeton Theological Seminary         

Fall 1995

Assistant, Theology Department at Princeton Theological Seminary                           

1992-1993

Speaker, the Minnesota chapter of Christians for Biblical Equality            

February 2, 1991

