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Some courses may have pre-requisites; please consult the course catalog.
At least 64 credit hours must be taken at a four-year institution; at least 128 credit hours are required for graduation.
One course may fulfill a requirement in up to three different designations.
Transfer students with an earned Associate of Arts or Associate of Science will only need to fulfill the Transfer Seminar, Well-Being, and Senior
Seminar (indicated with *).

Core Requirements

May be fulfilled at NCC or through approved transfer courses

Requirement

Course Number/Title

Composition

ENGL 1101 @ COD

Writing Intensive

Completed in major

Public Speaking

SPEE 1100 @ COD

Fine Arts

Completed in major

Humanities

Any “HUM” in guide

Social Science

Any “SOC” in guide

Science

Completed in major

Quantitative Analysis

Completed in major

Power Structures

Completed in major

Ethical Dimensions

Completed in major

Global Understanding

Completed in major

Icons

Exempt if transferring
with more than 28 credit
hours

Transfers with 28 or more
transferable credit hours at
entry are exempt

Well Being*

Credit

Grade

Course Number/Title

BUSI 1120, ECON 1110,
or PHYS 2251 @ COD

NCC
Reqs.

Transfer Seminar*
Must be taken at NCC

Senior Seminar*
Must be taken at NCC

B.A. – Foreign
Language
B.S.
B.B.A.
B.M.E.

Additional Notes:






3 years H.S. with “B” average or
MCL 102 or equivalent or
Designated Study Abroad or
LANG 390 or CLSS 190 (available only to transfers entering with a
minimum of 51 transferable credits)
Some majors may require courses in addition to foreign language
 Determined by individual major
 Determined by individual major
 Determined by individual major

COD course substitution guide: https://www.northcentralcollege.edu/sites/default/files/C_DuPage2020.pdf

Credit

Grade
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Natural Sciences, B.A.
The Shimer School Natural Sciences Major revolves around a series of questions into fundamental aspects of the natural world and methods
devised to investigate them. Classic and major contemporary works of cosmology, biology, chemistry and physics, as well as historical
analyses of their development, form the core sequence in the Natural Sciences curriculum. Students come to know and understand these
texts and the direct inquiries they guide partly through individual reflection, but also through collaborative experimentation, small-class
discussions and intensive writing, peer-editing and revision of essays and accounts of experiments. While each course focuses on a single
theme of inquiry, the Natural Sciences sequence as a whole pushes students to grapple not only with the complexities within seemingly
simple questions, but also to understand the larger social, cultural and historical contexts in which natural scientific knowledge is developed.
Breadth and depth of knowledge and skills characterize graduates of the Shimer School. Through the core curriculum of the Shimer School
they immerse themselves in major classic and contemporary works of human expression, social thought and scientific knowledge and
practice. Their broad familiarity with fundamental ideas and methods across the Liberal Arts provides the foundation on which they build
increasingly refined understanding and skills in more specialized courses in chosen disciplines taught across North Central College. Shimer
School graduates thus find meaningful employment in an unusually broad array of fields, including teaching, social work, law, small business
and entrepreneurial enterprise and non-profit administration among the most common.

Major Requirements
Shimer School Natural Sciences Core Courses
Course Name
SGBN 101 - The Shape of the World
SGBN 102 - What is Matter?
SGBN 201 - What is Motion?
SGBN 202 - What is Life?
SGBH 101 - Art and Fiction
SGBH 102 - Music and Verse
SGBS 101 - Models of Social Thought
SGBS 102 - The Western Political Tradition
SGBI 101 - The Classical Foundations: Logic and Math
SGBI 102 - The Modern Foundations of Logic and Math
SGBI 451 - Integrative Studies: Ancient Early Modern World
SGBI 452 - Integrative Studies: The Modern World
SGBI 496 - Thesis

Equivalent

Credit

Grade

Natural Sciences Electives
Eight elective credits in Natural Sciences:



Four credits that carry a prefix of SGBN at the 300-level or above
Four credits from the SGBN prefix or another approved Natural Sciences course carrying a prefix outside the Shimer School.

Note:
*Consult with the Department Chair for a list of approved courses

Comprehensive Examinations



Pass the Shimer Great Books Basic Studies Comprehensive Exam (following successful completion of at least six of the
required courses at the 100-level).
Pass the SGBN Natural Sciences Area Studies Comprehensive Exam following completion of SGBN 201 and SGBN 202.

Additional Requirements for the B.A. Degree
Students must demonstrate elementary competence in a foreign language. For more information, see the B.A. Degree
Requirements within the Academic Regulations section of this catalog.

